
Justification and Salvation 
 
The title of this series is called The Gospel Story: Evangelical Convictions. 
 I am covering what we believe, not just as our church specifically but 

the basics of the Church and the historic Christian faith. 
             We have looked at the Word of God, the character of God, and now sin -salvation, 

Soon Christian living (applying the Gospel), worship, prayer,  
Church, evangelism and discipleship. 

We are looking at upward, inward and outward- which are all aspects of worship. 
 
PRAY: may You awaken us to the beauty of the Gospel, may You awaken this city and county 

You are the crucified God-  
This is how You define Yourself, and we come to know You, at the Cross. 

 
 
How is it possible that a holy righteous God can declare one to be righteous …  

without truncating or negating His holy standard?  He is just- someone must pay. 
God has one answer- the Cross.  

We have been looking at a key, if not the key passage on salvation- Romans 3 
We have been looking at key words dealing with salvation. 

 
 Sacrifice – Salvation from death to …life with God. 
  Atonement - Salvation from wrath to…peace with God. 
 Reconciliation – Salvation from separation to … restoration with God. 
 Redemption - Salvation from bondage of sin to… freedom found in Christ. 
 
Summary statement of what we have covered so far: 
Because of my sins, Jesus died in my place so that He would purchase my freedom, and 
reconcile me to God and in the cross; Jesus satisfied the righteous demands of the Father. 
 
Now we move to the second of last words we will be looking at in this passage: 
 Justification 

 
With the sacrifice Paul brought us to the imagery of the temple. 
With redemption Paul brought us to the imagery of the market place. 
With the word justification Paul brings us to the imagery of the court room. 

 
 
Romans 3:21-25 
24 Justification -  

How can we be legally acquitted by God from all charges? 
How can God properly render a verdict of Righteousness onto a person? 
 

Not by the ‘works’, as humans we long to do it, ‘work for it’ 
When I was a kid and I was caught doing wrong  

I was willing to do anything (mop the floor and pay for my wrong). 
This was the main battle of the reformation in the 16th century.  
       Justification by faith alone, “the article on which the church stand or falls”.   

We are not justified by works.  
          What we could not do, God did as He punishes sin on the cross and brings us to Himself.   
Let’s look at this word justification. 



There is a forensic sense to justification where God is at the same time the  
law-giver, the judge, and the jury.... all must give an account to Him.  

And He is the Redeemer and Savior. 
  “Without the cross the justification of the unjust would be unjustifiable, immoral,  

and therefore impossible” –stott 
To justify means to declare righteous the one who has faith in Jesus 
This is a legal act in which God declares the sinners righteous based upon the blood of Jesus. 

 
The fancy word connected with this is: Imputation 

Imputation – reckoning, charging the sinners guilt onto Christ  
and Christ’s righteousness onto the sinner. 

Christ’s righteousness is reckons to us (imputation) and our sins reckoned on to Christ.   
My example of trying to get into the Chicago Club 

            Gen 15:6 / Ps. 32:1-2 / Is 53:4-6 / Jer. 23:6 / Rom 5:18-19 
He declares the sinner just 
 Rom. 4:3,5 / 5:1,9 / 8:30 / Gal. 2:15-16 / 3:8,11,24 / 5:4 / Titus 3:7 
 

 God has taken away (negative) the guilt of the believers (Sacrifice of atonement) 
 Here God adds/imputes (positive) the righteousness of Christ on believers (justification)   

 
You who are a sinner are now pardoned 

You have been bestowed upon, imparted to you the righteousness of Christ. 
This is a legal and judicial act that God does to put us in right standing with Himself. 

Sin and Holy nametags    
Sinner is how our name is written, but God pronounces it Holy because of Christ 

His righteousness is credited to us; this is the great beautiful exchange.   
 
The work of our justification is in the work of Christ, and in Him we have redemption as He   

declares the repented sinner righteous  
 

“While we tend to justify ourselves before God that we deserve salvation because of our 
good behavior (Luke 10:25-29; 16:15), in reality no one is “justified by observing the law” 
(Gal. 2:16; Rom 3:20) but only by faith in Jesus Christ.  This is Paul’s core message in 
Rom. 3:21-28.”  Mounce- Expository Dictionary 

 
   Show books page 
  On our web page under resources- many books listed 
 
 
Let me take a moment here and talk about the specifics of our church and differences with other 
churches in the area and within Christendom. 

Christian, Protestant  in church history the reformation.    
 
There were 2 major differences between the Catholic vs Protestant understandings 
     
    First:  Authority 

For the Catholic Church the final authority is the Pope 
 the Church’s final authority is the understanding of the Bible. 
 

A Protestant is a person who has the Bible as the final authority. 
  Scripture is our final and ultimate authority, not the church. 



 
    Second: Salvation 

For the Roman Catholic Church: justification makes one righteous.  
They teach a person is made righteous by the infusion of God's grace through  

the sacraments and works which makes the individual to earn righteousness.   
After you are baptized you are infused with righteousness and are saved. 

            An individual receives eternal life if he or she has done enough righteous acts to merit it. 
 

For the Protestant: justification is declaring one righteous based solely on Christ’s work.  
We teach, as the Bible argues, that a person who has trusted Jesus as their 
personal Savior and is saved (justified- declared righteous) by grace not by 
works.  The believing sinner is declared legally righteous because God has 
imputed or placed on his account the righteousness or merits of Christ that He 
earned for us by Christ's active obedience.  

Jesus earned eternal life by the good works that He did during His life on earth 
Not by the good works we have done. 

Justification is therefore the act of declaring legally righteous or just the believing sinner 
not upon the basis of believer's righteousness and works… but upon the basis of the 
imputed merits or righteousness of Christ. 

 
 
Justification is objective and not subjective.  

 It is something done for us by God, not from us and our table of goodies.  
“His sacrificial act atoned for sin and satisfied the holy wrath of God 
because it justified the sinner before God.”  - Osborne 

Justification is forensic, not feeling.  
                       It is a legal act, not an emotional feeling.  
                       God's act of setting man right with Himself. 
Justification is acquittal and acceptance.  

It involves both the forgiveness of sins and the receiving of the righteousness of 
Christ… thus God not only declares us "Not guilty!", He also declares us 
"Righteous!"  

Justification is instantaneous and irreversible.   
It involves the believer's standing with God.  We are righteous by the imputation 
of the righteousness or merits of Christ, while our real state is that we are 
sinners. 
 

Justification is received by faith, being freely bestowed by God. 
The basis of justification is found in God and His grace.  
Grace implies guilt 
Mercy implies misery 

Justice is a gracious act of God based upon the sacrifice of atonement of Christ putting the 
believer into right relationship with God, and faith relates the believer rightly with God.  The 
justification of the sinner is based upon the grace of God and this is received by faith. 
 
God’s people are justified through faith in the ransom connected with the sacrificial atonement 
of Christ. 
 
Romans 5:1; 8:1 


